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MeetinGc Notice 


Dr. William Finlayson will lead off our 1979 season of guest 
speakers with a talk on The 1978 Excavation of the Draper Site. Those of 
you who attended Dr. Ramsden's November talk will appreciate the Draper 
site's significance in the development of the historic period Huron 


confederacy. 


Our January 11 meeting will start at 8:00 P.M. in Room 128 
of Somerville House at the University. We look forward to a good turn 


out! 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Your 1979 Chapter membership fees are now due: 


EXECUTIVE REPORT 
Following a count of the election ballots during our 
December 16 business meeting, Mr. Charles Nixon presented the 1979 


Chapter executive to the membership: 


Ms. Norah McWilliam - President 
Mr. Rudy Fecteau - Vice-President 
Mr. George Connoy - Secretary/Treasurer 


Congratulations to the winners and our sincere thanks to 
Mr. Bob Mayer, Jim Keron, and Bob Pearce, who provided the competition 
in these elections. It is indeed a healthy sign for our Chapter that 


such an impressive slate of executive candidates was assembled. 


Our new President wasted no time in calling the first 
meeting of the new executive officers, as they met in St. Thomas 
on December 27. Unfortunately, Mr. Charles Nixon, our Past President, 
was unable to attend. During this organizational meeting, Rudy Fecteau 
accepted responsibility for organizing our 1979 bus tour and will be 
contacting Dr. Bill Engelbrecht in Buffalo shortly. It was decided 
to plan a New York State tour over the three day Thanksgiving weekend 
(October 6-8). This year, posters will be produced and distributed 
to local universities, museums and libraries by March in order to 
better advertise the tour. The Chapter also hopes to send tour notices 


out this spring in an Arch Notes mailing. 


Rudy further undertook to contact Dr. Dale Woodyard 
(underwater archaeology) and Mr. Richard Irvine (archaeological film 
maker) with regard to presenting talks to our Chapter. On the subject 
of our membership drive, it was suggested that we advertise on 


cable T.V. 


The final topic of discussion concerned the Chapter logo 
contest. We look forward to a variety of entries this month, as the 
executive plans to use the winning entry both on Chapter stationery 
and on certificates of appreciation which are to be presented to 


future guest speakers. 


SOCIAL REPORT 

This year's Christmas Party was held in the graduate 
student lounge of Middlesex College. The relaxed, holiday atmosphere 
created by the setting and music resulted in a pleasant meeting. 
Thanks are due to Rudy for setting up and decorating the room, 
while Norah kindly purchased the food for the buffet. Paul Strome 
could not attend, but sent along his slides and colour prints of 
our fall tour. Members who were unable to attend on December 16 


can view the prints and order copies at our next meeting. 


The turn-out was not large, suggesting that our party 
should be held earlier this year; however, those in attendance seemed 


to enjoy the slide show, food, drink, and conversation which resulted. 


The following excerpt from the September 17, 1868 issue 
of the Canadian Home Journal (p.6) was kindly provided by Mr. George 
Connoy. Its local archaeological subject matter and Victorian literary 


style combine to justify quotation in its entirety: 


THE SOUTHWOLD EARTHWORKS 

One evening last week, just as the sun had disappeared, leaving 
rich, golden spires amid the thin scattered clouds, I found myself seated 
on a mound in the fort. This memorial of a tribe that passed away many 
scores of years ago is on the wooded part of the Burwell estate, about two 
miles from Lake Erie. It is but one of the chain of forts that were quite 
distinct when the grand forest stood entire, but the most of them have been 
obliterated by the plow, and cultivated fields with pleasant homes now stand 
where was once a vast encampment of Red Men. Its circumference is about 
three hundred and forty paces, and large trees are now growing on the two 
circular mounds, as also in the inner and outer trenches. From the fort 
southward are a number of little round elevations, some of which have been 
excavated and human skeletons, with tomahawks, arrow-heads, shreds of 
‘ clothing, etc, dug out. This, doubtless, was the burial-place of those 


living in the fort. 


While sitting in the centre of the enclosure, Canada's bird 
of night began its passionately sad wailings not far from me, and, from 
the village beyond the hills, came, in enchanting waves borne by the 
rising breeze the music of the band, rendered dreamy and charmingly 
Sweet by creeping over the hills and through the foliage. Under such 
influences is it any wonder that one's mind should become meditative? 
Here perhaps two centuries ago a hundred braves sent up the wild notes 
of the war-song, and yonder they are laid a heap of dust! Perchance 
the stealthy foe, lurking behind trees like these, warily advanced 
and changed the silence of night and sleep to the shrieks of the dying, 
and the wild death-song of the tortured. Here laid the aged man--for 
they were men--ere his spirit fled, and here he gave to youth, in 


faltering accents, the wisdom of his years. Here young Indians played 


with the fallen leaves of Autumn, or were lulled to sleep by loving 
mothers who looked away from their cares to the upper deep that 


spoke, then as now, of repose and peace to their wearied lives. 


NOTE 
Your membership fees of $4.00 (Active), $6.00 (Family), 
$10.00 (Institutional) are now due. Upon receipt of fees, a Chapter 
membership card will be sent out in the next KEWA mailing; and, the 
KEWA mailing list will be revised for March, based on receipt of 


these fees. 


Also, please remember that the revised 1979 Ontario 
Archaeological Society dues are $8.00 (Active), $10.00 (Family) 
and $20.00 (Institutional). 


